Name: Date:

Task:
Learn how different news sources report on the same government decision or event.

You'll practice being a critical thinker by comparing two articles, spoffing
differences, and drawing your own conclusions about what happened.

Instructions:

1. Pick a Topic:
Choose a recent action by the government. This could be a new law, funding

announcement, policy, or decision made by the federal, provincial, or municipal
government.

2. Find Two Arlicles:
Use trusted websites to find two different news reports about your topic. Find two
sources that have a different take on the government action. Find information
from:
«  Mainstream news sites (CBC, CTV, Global, National Post)
« Local news outlets (e.g., Times Colonist, Vancouver Sun)
.  Government news releases (for comparison with journalistic sources)
« *NOTE: Often, the government will send out a press relecse fo news
agencies to print. Consider using a government press release and o
news source that discusses the press release with additional

commentary.

3. Compare and Contrast:
Use the comparison chart to analyze both articles. Look for things like:
« The headline and language used
«  What facts are included or left out
.  Whose voices are quoted (government, citizens, expertse)
«  What the article makes you feel or think

4. Reflect and Share:
Answer the reflection questions to show what you learned.

Success Criteria:

You'll be successful if you:

« Clearly compare the two sources

«  Support your ideas with evidence from the arficles
«  Show crifical thinking in your reflection

«  Organize your work clearly and thoughtfully




Name:

Date:

Question

Source 1

Source 2

Who
wrote/published it

What headline or
title is used?

What details are
included (or left
out)?

What tone or
language is used

(neutral, supportive,

critical)?¢




Question

Source 1

Source 2

Are quoftes used?
From whom?
(government,
citizens, experts,
etc.)

What image(s) is
shown? How does
the image(s) make
you feel or think?

What do you think is
the intended
audience or
purpose<

What the arficle
makes you feel or
think

What do you think
happened based
on both arficles?
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Name: Date:

i tion

1. What were the most hoticeable similarities and differences between the two
reportse

2. How did each article shape your opinion of the government action?

3.  Which article did you trust more, and why?

4.  What did you learn about how media can affect what people believe?

5.  Why is it important to read more than one source?
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< Selected a timely, | Chose arelevant | Chose @ relevant | government topic
oo e e
s L relevant, and and current government with significant
2 2 complex issue; government action with some | teacher help; did
0 : ! . : . P
o % articles show action; articles guidance; articles not choose a
Lo confrasting show clear are loosely government
v E perspectives or differencesin related or similar topic; articles are
3 bias clearly. tone or focus. in bias. missing or off-
= topic.
5
5 Ins:?;’gﬁggnd Clearly compares | Some comparison Few or no
s comparison: headlines, tone, of content and differences/
2 ox Iopins hovxl/ facts, voices, and tone; includes a similarities noted;
4 differznces affect bias between few accurate surface-level
g oublic perception articles points observations
O
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Work is well-
T c organized, Work is clear, .
52 creative, and neat, and Worl§ s mqsﬂy Work is
v O . . . organized; ideas .
w N polished; logically . incomplete or
o . > s are sometimes . .
£o effectively organized; ideas uncleat or disorganized;
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< ideas to the

reader/audience

Reflection
Questions

Reflection shows
deep thought,
fully addressing all
guestions with
insightful answers.

Reflection
addresses all
guestions with
clearand
thoughtful
answers.

Reflection
addresses some
guestions, but
answers may lack
depth or clarity.

Reflectionis
incomplete or
shows minimal

effort in
answering
guestions.
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